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CONSUMER TIP TO NEVADA STATE CONTRACTORS BOARD
LEADS TO ARREST OF WANTED UNLICENSED CONTRACTOR

Reno, Nev. — The Nevada State Contractors Board (NSCB) welcomed the opportunity to work
with the Churchill County Sheriff's Office this week following a consumer tip regarding the
whereabouts of unlicensed contractor Mario Alberto Nonato, Jr., dba 3M Home Services, LLC,

who is wanted on misdemeanor and felony charges for unlawful construction practices.

In March of 2025, the NSCB received a complaint against Nonato after he contracted to install
windows and sliding glass doors at a Fallon resident’'s home for a price of $14,915.50 and later
contracted to construct a fence and gates at the same address for $7,885. Nonato collected nearly
$14,000 in down payments from the homeowner without providing any labor or materials for the

agreed-upon projects, both of which require a contractors license.

“As homeowners, it is easy to place trust in someone’s word and expect them to do as they say
when construction needs around the home arise,” shared NSCB Executive Officer David Behar.
“Unfortunately, we see all too often how predatory these unlicensed contractors can be in
convincing homeowners to pay large down payments for materials while they have no intent to
perform any work. The Board makes verifying a license easy and accessible and we hope anyone

looking to hire a contractor will utilize this free resource before hiring.”

Nanoto was charged with allegedly violating NRS 624.750(2)(a) - engaging in contracting
business or submitting a bid without a valid license, first offense (NOC 52085), a misdemeanor
offense, and NRS 624.750(5)(b) attempting to divert money received and failure to provide

services, labor, or materials, amount greater than $1,000.00 (NOC 58119), a felony offense.

The NSCB reminds consumers that contractors’ license information can be verified online at
www.nscb.nv.gov, through the NSCB mobile application or by calling the Board’s offices directly. It

is important consumers look at the status of a license to ensure it is in an “active” or good

standing, review any disciplinary actions taken, as well as verifying the contact information and



license classification details mirror what was provided on any contract or documentation provided

by the contractor.

Contractors performing residential home improvement projects are limited to accepting down
payments of $1,000 or 10% of the aggregate contract price, whichever is less. The NSCB
encourages homeowners to obtain at least three bids for each project, ask for references and
follow up on prior work performed, and never let someone into their home that is not invited. Door-
to-door solicitors eager to perform a free inspection or evaluation, offer “today-only” specials, or

discounted cash prices can be warning signs of working with an unlicensed contractor.

By verifying a contractor’s license prior to signing a contract, homeowners, afford themselves up
to four years from the start of a project to file a complaint when they hire a licensed contractor and
up to two years when the contractor is unlicensed. Consumers should know that a business
license is separate from a contractor’s license and does not afford the same protections of the
NSCB, which may include an investigation into the concerns, orders to remedy substandard
workmanship, disciplinary actions against the licensee or eligibility to file a claim with the
Residential Recovery Fund, which can award up to $40,000 in financial recourse based on
validated damages.
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MEDIA NOTE: Attached .jpg of Mario Alberto Nonato, Jr. for media use only.

The Nevada State Contractors Board is committed to ensuring the integrity and professionalism of the
construction industry in Nevada. The NSCB has the responsibility to promote quality construction by
Nevada licensed contractors through a regulatory licensing system designed to protect the health, safety,
and welfare of the public. For more information about the Nevada State Contractors Board, please visit
www.nsch.nv.gov.

Follow the Board on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.
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